PRESS RELEASE - 2010 AUSTRALIAN RAFTING FEDERATION

R6 WHITE WATER RAFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS June 12th 2010
The Australian Rafting Federation will be holding the 2010 R6 (6 person) National Rafting Championships on the Tully River, June 12, 2010. The event is being powered by STANWELL HYDRO and staged to select the men's and women's representatives for the following year’s world event. The winning men’s and women’s teams will earn the right to compete for Australia in the 2011 IRF World Championships, being held in Costa Rica on the high volume Reventazon and Turrialba Rivers.

The event will be held over 1 full day on the June 12, and comprises four different races. The Sprint (time trial) will be conducted from the upper put in. Teams will then move down river to the Staircase section for the Slalom discipline. The third race, the Head to Head is to be held at midday at the Cardstone Waves and the final race, the Downriver which will be a 12 kilometres long, will run in the afternoon from the Cardstone Weir to the top Tully River Bridge . The competition is open to all adult teams and for the first time a youth division for competent young athletes aged from 16 till 21 years, for in the coming year 2011 a maximum of 2 teams per country will be allowed to compete at the first IRFWRC R6 Youth Championships to be held prior to the IRFWC R6 2011.
 All 6 male, or all 6 female members of all teams must be ARF members, have Australian residency and be able to show the skills to raft grade 4 whitewater to be eligible to compete in the nationals (and the world rafting championships should you win that right). Rafts are being sourced by the ARF and a hire fee per team may be required if you cannot bring your own raft that meets the IRF R6 specifications. Entry fee for the event is $125 per competitor (which includes the ARF membership fee of $55). Prizes will be awarded at the end of the event at the Tully Gorge Recreational Park. Camping is available at the Rec. Park that weekend for the national park fee. 

Training on the river is available all days leading up to the event as

STANWELL HYDRO releases water from the dam daily for its hydro station.

Fun will be on order the day following the national event, Sunday 13th June, with the annual “Rumble on the River” corporate/public raft race and charity event. All ARF members are encouraged (winning men's and women's teams are required) to stay and help with this event. In fact, bring your friends and family to support your efforts at the nationals on Saturday, then they can form a team to experience and have great fun on the Tully River themselves on Sunday. There will be formal presentations as well as a look at the weekend on film at the Rafters Bar in Tully after the “Rumble” on Sunday night. For more information on either of these events or to register a team, please contact admin@austraftfed.com or phone Graham on 0740667744. So, get cracking and form a team, we look forward to seeing you all at the beautiful Tully Gorge for the Queens Birthday Weekend.
Contact – Graham Maifredi ARF President admin@austraftfed.com  Ph.0740667744 Mobile 0418725988

